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Proceeding His Excellency referred, in detail, to the^ work of the various
transferred departments in the United Provinces and highly commended their
activities. Primary education had a great leeway to make to achieve material
success. The problem was one in which all the parties in the legislature were
keenly interested. It might be that the council would find difficulties, but it could
only be solved if the people at large were prepared to make sacrifice in the
direction of fresh taxation. Such a sacrifice would be worth making and would
assuredly meet with its reward.
Concluding, the Governor referred to the Department of Local Self-
Government. The activities controlled by the local bodies which had increased
widely in scope, absorbed a large share of the general expenditure, Previously,
local bodies were regarded mainly as useful training ground for self-government,
but now almost every addition which was now made to the general services affecting
the welfare and health of the people involved the enlargement of the scope of the
work of the local bodies. It was therefore to everyone's interest to see that these
bodies were business-like in their working, prompt and consistent in executive
action, and above all, free from partisan or personal considerations in their
administration.
A UTUMN SESSION—2ist OCTOBER igsg
TREATMENT OF MEERtTT PRISONERS
The autumn session of the Council commenced at Lucknow on the 2/$t
OCTOBER igzg with Rai Bahadur Lala Sitaram in the chair.
The Home Member was heckled for several minutes on the question of hand-
cuffing of some of the Meerut under-trials at the time of their transfer from Dehra
Dun to Meerut in May last.
Chowdhury vijaipal singh, against whose name the first series of questions
stood, alleged, among other things that Colonel Cook, Superintendent, Dehra Dun
Jail, spoke insultingly to Saukat Usmani, that Chowdhury Dharamvir Singh. M. L.
C» although ill with fever and was fasting for three days, was made to
undergo the long journey from Dehra Dun to Meerut on the i/th May, 1929,
and that although he protested against it he was hand-cuffed before being sent out
on the journey.
Chowdhury Vijaipal Singh also asked if it was a fact that Jhabwalla, another
under-trial, had not even been discharged from the hospital on ihe I7th May when
he was removed in hand-cuffs, from Dehra Dun to Meerut; that MuzafTar Ahmed,
a tuberculosis patient, and S. V. Ghate, who were under -medical treatment
on the I7th May, were similarly removed in hand-cuffs and made to walk all the
distance from Dehra Dun Jail to the railway station, and that the only persons
who were not sent hand-cuffed were Messrs. Bradley, Spratt and Dr. Mukherjee.
The HOME member, replying, refuted the allegation that Colonel Cook had
spoken insultingly to Usmani. He also denied that Dharamvir Singh, M. L* C.,
was either ill or fasting on the I7th May adding thai neither was Jhabwalia in
hospital on that day nor were Muzaffar Ahmed and Ghate under medical treatment
Readmitted that the under-trials walked on foot from the jail to the railway station,
a distance of about a quarter of a mile, it was also a fact that prisoners were all
brought to Meerut in hand-cuffs excepting Bradley, Spratt and Mukherjee who
were not hand-cuffed because through inadvertence hand-cuffs which could fit tlieir
wrists were not provided for.
PROPOSAL TO AMEND STANDING ORDERS
The Council next proceeded to discuss amendments to certain standing
orders regulating the transaction of Council business.
^ Pandit Iqbal Narain Gurtu sought to amend the standing order governing
limitations on debates. It laid down that a member, while speaking, must not
reflect jipom the conduct of the Governor-General, or any Governor or any court
of justice. The Pandit moved to add the following explanation to this standing
order: "A member shall not, by reason only of his discussing any particular
act of the Governor of the United Provinces which affects the policy or administra-
tion of any particular department, be deemed to reflect upon the conduct of the
Governor,*'

